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From the Manager:

Year in Review
Tommie Long,
Manager,
Western Illinois
Electrical Coop..

A

s 2017 draws to a close, it’s time
to reflect back on the past year
and how it has affected your cooperative. WIEC employees were working
hard for you, the member-owner. Here
are some of the highlights.
 For the first time in a very long
time, the WIEC board of directors and the WIEC staff took part
in a strategic planning session. We
listed our strengths, our weaknesses and what challenges may be
ahead for WIEC and our memberowners. Some of the goals included
ways to keep our cooperative leadership strong, keep our memberowners informed, and make sure we
are prepared in case of a disaster.
 We partnered with Prairie Power
Inc., our wholesale power provider,
to keep our computer system up to
date and assist us with implementing and maintaining cyber security
measures. We do not have the personnel or the financial resources to
do what they can do for us.

 We hired two additional apprentice

Your cooperative is actively planning for tomorrow
while working hard to maintain reliability for today.
linemen. They will join our current apprentice lineman and the
three of them will go through our
Apprentice Lineman Program
with the goal of becoming journeyman linemen. It is an extensive
and lengthy process, so by hiring
these men now, we will be ready for
future retirements and increased
workload in the future.

 The Carthage substation was
replaced and scheduled to go live by
the time our member-owners read
this. (However due to the advance
printing of the WIEC News, we
can only give our member-owners
our intentions.) This new substation

will improve reliability and is capable to handle any additional loads
that may be built along the east
side of Carthage.

 In 2017, we took steps to increase
reliability while improving the
integrity of our system.

o WIEC had a construction work
plan and reliability study preformed. The plan gives us a road
map for the next four years on
strategies to improve and update
our system.

o We contracted with Spoon River
Electric, Canton, to handle our

Continued on 18c 
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WHAT TO DO:
IF YOUR CAR
CRASHES INTO
A UTILITY POLE
524 North Madison P.O. Box 338
Carthage, IL 62321
www.wiec.net 800/576-3125

Accidents happen. Would you know
what to do if your car crashed into an
electric utility pole? Knowing what to
do could be the difference between life
and death.

Always consider power lines and other electrical
equipment to be live and dangerous!

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday
BUSINESS OFFICE
217-357-3125
TO REPORT AN OUTAGE
800-576-3125

IF A POWER LINE FALLS
ON YOUR VEHICLE AND
THERE IS NO FIRE:

Your safest option is to stay inside
your vehicle until help arrives. The
vehicle acts as a path for the
electrical current to travel to reach
the ground. You are safe inside the
vehicle, but if you get out, you
https://www.facebook.com/
could be electrocuted.

messages/t/602814669838217

Call 911 or your local electric
utility for help.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rob Gronewold —
President, Carthage
Jay Morrison —
Vice President, Niota
Janet Spory —
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
William Newton —
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Burnside
Mark Burling —
Director, Carthage
Kent Flesner —
Director, West Point
Kim Gullberg —
Director, Stronghurst

40 ft.

IF A POWER LINE FALLS
ON YOUR VEHICLE AND
THERE IS A FIRE:

Only attempt to leave your vehicle if it
is on fire.
To exit safely:
Jump out of the vehicle, making sure
NO part of your body or clothing
touches the ground and vehicle at the
same time.
Land with both feet together and in
small, shuffling steps, move at least 40
ft. away from the vehicle.
The ground could be energized.
Shuffling away with both feet together
decreases the risk of electrical shock.
Call 911 or your local electric utility
for help.

STAFF

Tommie Long — Manager
Todd Grotts — Manager
of Operations
Becky Dickinson — Office
Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four
members’ map location numbers in the
newsletter. If you find your map location
number call the WIEC office by the 25th
of the following month, tell us where it is
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit.
Keep on reading the WIEC News.
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Purchasing electronic gifts this
holiday season? Remember
to purchase ENERGY STAR®certified electronics, and give
the gift of energy efficiency.
Visit www.energystar.gov/
productfinder for a full list of
efficient products.
Source: energystar.gov

Attention high school seniors…

Welcome New
Members

T

he deadline for submitting an online application for the Illinois
Electric Cooperatives Memorial Scholarships is December 31, 2017.

 Five $2,000 scholarships to sons/daughters of WIEC members currently receiving service

Douglas R. Campbell,
Carthage
Bretton Cook, Carthage
Misty Crane, Niota
Michael & Jill Fink, Wever, IA
Kaleb Gemmell, Gladstone
Gerald B. Johnson,
Blandinsville
Ashley & Cole Krieg, Carthage
Melvin & Deanna J. Mixell,
Dallas City
Lynsey Phillips, Hamilton
Brenda Rudicil, Hamilton
Patrick Turnbull, Ft. Madison,
IA
Tyona Vaughan, Hamilton
Anthony & Barbara
Wasielewski, Nauvoo

 One $2,000 Earl W. Struck Memorial Scholarship for sons/daughters
of WIEC employees or directors
 Three $2,000 scholarships for sons/daughters of WIEC employees/
directors or members who plan on attending a two-year Illinois community college.
 One $2,000 LaVern and Nola McEntire Lineworker’s Scholarship to
attend the AIEC lineworker school in Springfield, Ill. (deadline for
this is April 30, 2017)

Ask your guidance (481-5) counselor, call our office or go to www.wiec.net
for more information.

Year in Review Continued from 18a
brush spraying going forward.
In 2017, the brush spraying
along the lines in the Denver
and Sutter substation areas were
completed. Vegetation management, including brush spraying,
can help reduce outages caused
by branches falling on lines during storms, shrubbery interfering
with voltage levels or weeds in
right-of-way areas making access
to equipment difficult.

 WIEC’s linemen replaced 185
poles that were broken or rotten.
Replacing them before they fall
over or are blown down can help
keep outages from occurring. We
are aggressively inspecting poles
and lines on our system, but since
we have 23,000 poles and 1,220
miles of overhead line, this will be
a long-term project.

 Effective April 2017, the WIEC
board decided to set the Formulary
Rate Adder at zero. The board felt
that the rate structure and costs
budgeted for the year would be
enough to keep margins where they
needed to be. The board will look at
the Formulary Rate at the beginning of 2018 and determine if it
needs to be adjusted based on 2017
financial data and the 2018 budget.

 Our linemen, in addition to repairing and maintaining our lines, kept
busy with installing new services.
For the first nine months of 2017,
they built 10 new underground
single-phase services, five new
overhead single-phase services
and five new three-phase services.
These services are for new homes,
grain bins, irrigation pivots, pipeline
valve stations and a winery. These

additional services will help keep
our kWh sales level, (6821-64)
despite downward pressures on
sales due to conservation, renewables and mild weather.

As you can see, we have had a busy
year, and things won’t be slowing
down in 2018. Your cooperative is
actively planning for tomorrow while
working hard to maintain reliability
for today. Next month, we will look
ahead to next year and share what
may be ahead for WIEC and our
member-owners.
As we close 2017, we say “thank
you” to all of our member-owners,
directors and employees for making 2017 a successful year. Merry
Christmas and have a happy and
blessed new year.
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Energy efficiency for the modern family
and its many devices
If you are struck by the amount of
screens, remotes, gaming controls,
charging stations and cords that have
become fixtures in your home, you are
not alone. The typical American family
is well connected and owns a variety
of electronic devices. According to the
PEW Research Institute, 95 percent
of U.S. families have a cell phone and
77 percent of Americans own a smart
phone. Nearly 80 percent of adults
own a laptop or desktop computer,
while approximately half own tablets.
Consumer electronics coupled with
the growing array of smart home
appliances and technology have slowly
but steadily changed our homes and
lifestyles. The increased reliance on our
many devices has new implications for
home energy use and efficiency.

Using smart technology to
manage energy savings

So how can we save energy
when we are using more electronic
devices than ever before? The answer
may lie with some of those same
electronic devices that have become
indispensable to modern living.
In many cases, energy savings is a

touchscreen away as more apps enable
you to monitor energy use.
From the convenience of your
mobile device, smart technologies
can maximize your ability to
manage electricity use across
several platforms––controlling your
thermostat, appliances, water heater,
home electronics and other devices.
One of the easiest ways to make an
impact on energy efficiency is with
a smart (4527-40) thermostat, like
Nest models. Using your mobile
device, you can view and edit your
thermostat schedule and monitor
how much energy is used and make
adjustments accordingly. For example,
program your thermostat for weekday
and weekend schedules so you are
not wasting energy when no one is
home. Check and adjust the program
periodically to keep pace with changes
in household routines
You can also ensure efficiency by
purchasing ENERGY STAR-certified
appliances. Many new appliances
include smart-technology features such
as refrigerators that can tell you when
maintenance is required or when a door
has been left open. New washers, dryers

MERRY, BRIGHT AND
EFFICIENT
HOLIDAY LIGHTING
Decking the halls doesn’t have to take a toll on your energy bill! Keep your holiday
lighting merry, bright and energy efficient with LED light strands.

Consider replacing older light strands with new ENERGY STAR LED® lights. LED strands
are 70 percent more efficient and last 10 times longer than the age-old standard bulbs.
You can get the look of cozy lighting with LEDs. Just look for “warm white” on the label.
Unlike older light strands, LED lights give off virtually no heat, making them safer for kids
and pets (and reindeer).
Save energy by setting a timer for outdoor lighting and decorations. Program the timer so
the lights turn on in the evening and turn off later at night when you typically go to sleep.

Source: Dept. of Energy
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By Anne Prince

and dishwashers allow you to program
when you want the load to start. This
means you can program your task for
off-peak energy hours––a (4627-6)
smart choice if your electric rate is
based on time of use.

“Old school” energy savings
for new devices

Of course there are the timetested “old school” methods of energy
efficiency that can be applied to
the myriad of household electronic
devices and screens. Computers,
printers, phones and gaming consoles
are notorious “vampire power” users,
meaning they drain energy (and
money) when not in use. If items can
be turned off without disrupting your
lifestyle, consider plugging them into a
power strip that can be turned on and
off or placed on a timer.
Anne Prince writes on cooperative
issues for the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association, the Arlington,
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s
900-plus consumer-owned, not-forprofit electric cooperatives.

Office closed
WIEC will close at noon on
December 22 for the Christmas
holiday and will reopen
December 26. The WIEC
office will also close at noon on
December 29 in observance of the
New Year’s Holiday and reopen
January 2, 2018.
Remember to call 1-800-576-3125
in case of a power emergency
anytime day or night.

