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From the Manager:

What is ahead for WIEC and our
member-owners in 2018?
Tommie Long,
Manager,
Western Illinois
Electrical Coop.

I

n the December issue of the WIEC
News, I shared with you what
WIEC had accomplished in 2017. It
was a productive year, and I am proud
of the work the employees did to keep
the lights on.
As we begin to examine the New
Year, we must first look at our wholesale power cost. This one expense is 70
percent of our operating budget. For
every dollar of sales that we receive,
70 cents is spent on power cost. Since
WIEC does not generate or make the
electricity that is sold to our members, we must purchase it. We have a
long-term power contract to purchase
the power from Prairie Power Inc.
(PPI) which is also a cooperative.
Currently 10 Illinois electric cooperatives, including WIEC, belong to PPI,
and each have a seat on its board of
directors. The employees and directors of PPI work diligently to keep
the rates they charge their membercooperatives as low as possible, just

like your board works hard for our
member-owners.
With declining statewide sales
and increased costs, PPI is predicting
our 2018 wholesale power cost will
increase about 7 percent over 2017
rates. WIEC’s board of directors will
have to determine how to best handle
this increase going forward.
We have discussed previously that
our kWh sales have been decreasing.

For every dollar of sales that
we receive, 70 cents is spent
on power cost.
For the first 10 months of 2017, sales
are 600,000 kWh or 2 percent less
than that same period in 2016. Our
projected year end 2017 sales are 2.8
million kWh or 4 percent less that
the same period in 2014. These small
percentages don’t seem like much, but
it shows there is a downward trend on
electric usage. The lower sales could
be the result of many factors. Maybe

our member-owners are buying the
LED light bulbs or implementing
other conservation measures that we
tell them about in the WIEC News.
Maybe, it is the weather; is global
warming impacting western Illinois?
Maybe it is due to renewable energy.
Illinois has passed the Illinois Future
Energy Jobs bill which will increase
the presence of renewable energy in
the state. No matter what the reason,
declining sales are a reality and one
that (7523-25) we must deal with.
Despite declining sales, WIEC still
has the same fixed expenses that must
be covered. Equipment will need
to be replaced periodically due to
weather, auto accidents or just normal
use. WIEC still has employees who
need to patrol, build and maintain
WIEC’s system. Tree trimming and
brush spraying are still performed,
which is critical to ensure reliable
service. Overhead expenses, such as
depreciation, interest and insurance
are still incurred. All these components are necessary to keep the lights
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WIEC sponsors the Youth to
Washington Contest
Coop awards one student a free trip to our nation’s capital
524 North Madison P.O. Box 338
Carthage, IL 62321
www.wiec.net 800/576-3125
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800-576-3125
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rob Gronewold —
President, Carthage
Jay Morrison —
Vice President, Niota
Janet Spory —
Secretary/Treasurer, Sutter
William Newton —
Assistant Secretary/Treasurer,
Burnside
Mark Burling —
Director, Carthage
Kent Flesner —
Director, West Point
Kim Gullberg —
Director, Stronghurst

STAFF
Tommie Long — Manager
Todd Grotts — Manager
of Operations
Becky Dickinson — Office
Manager

MAP LOCATION CONTEST
Every month we are printing four
members’ map location numbers in the
newsletter. If you find your map location
number call the WIEC office by the 25th
of the following month, tell us where it is
and we will give you a $10.00 bill credit.
Keep on reading the WIEC News.
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IEC is once again proud to
be a sponsor of the Youth
to Washington Contest. This contest is a great way for a high school
sophomore, junior or senior to win an
all-expense paid trip to Washington,
D.C. Western Illinois Electrical Coop.
will award one son or daughter of a
WIEC member an all-expense paid
eight-day trip to our nation’s capital.
To enter the contest, students must
complete a web quiz that consists of
multiple-choice, short answer and
short essay questions.
The WIEC winner will join about
50 other Illinois high school students in Washington during June
8-15, 2018. During the time in D.C.,
students will learn about American
and rural electric history, as well
as state and federal government.
In past years, students met with
representatives in the House and
Senate, visited Arlington National
Cemetery, the Smithsonian Air and
Space Museum, Mt. Vernon, the
World War II Memorial, the U.S.
Memorial Holocaust Museum, and
even danced the night away on a river
boat cruise on the Potomac River. For
more information on the day, go to
https://aiec.coop/youth-programs/
youth-to-washington-tour.
As part of the contest, WIEC
will award the top six entrants an
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all-expense paid trip to Springfield, Ill.
as part of the Youth Day in Springfield
to visit the Illinois State Capitol on
April 18, 2018 and see state government in action. (6719-64-1) One of
those six students will be awarded the
trip to Washington, D.C. For more
information about the trip, visit aiec.
coop/youth-programs/youth-day.
For entry information: visit our
website at wiec.net, contact Becky
Dickinson at Western Illinois
Electrical Coop. or see your high
school guidance counselor.

WEATHER STRIPPING DOORS
Capturing Energy Savings by Sealing Air Leaks

Save energy and seal air leaks by weather stripping
exterior doors. How do you know if you need to
weather strip? If you can see any amount of light
between the door frame and the ﬂoor, weather
stripping should be applied to eliminate energy waste.
This DIY energy-saving project is relatively easy and
inexpensive depending on the type of materials
selected. The most common weather stripping material
is self-adhesive foam strips, although rubber, vinyl,
metal, or a combination of materials may also be used.

4

3

1 CLEANING SURFACES – Clean the door
1.
and door jamb to be weather stripped. For best
results, weather stripping should be applied to
clean, dry surfaces above 20°F.

2 MEASURING DOOR & DOOR JAMBS – To
ensure greater accuracy, measure your space twice
before cutting the material. It is best to plan for
one continuous strip for each side of the door and
door jamb.
3 CUTTING FOAM – Cut long pieces of
self-adhesive weather stripping material (foam,
vinyl, etc.) for each side of the door jamb and
door.

2
1

4 APPLYING WEATHER STRIPPING – Peel back
the self-adhesive foam. Apply one continuous strip
of material snugly along each side. Make sure the
weather stripping meets tightly at the corners and is
pressed ﬁrmly onto the door and door jamb. The
material should compress tightly between the door
and door jamb, without making it difﬁcult to shut.
SOURCE: Department of Energy
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on and keep the same level of service
our members have come to expect
and deserve.
In 2017, as part of the reliability
study, we began working on an aggressive capital plan to update our system
to improve the integrity of our system
with the goal of increasing reliability
and decreasing outages. That effort
continues into 2018 and is the first
step in a four-year process. We have
set a goal of replacing old line, conductors and voltage regulators on
4 miles of line between the Lomax
and Carthage substations. These new
improvements will aid our members
by reducing low voltage conditions
and strengthen the distribution system
of the WIEC. (6617-18)
Remember that dollar of sales that

I mentioned earlier? The remaining 30
cents (what is left after the wholesale
power bill is paid) will need to cover
these fixed costs, as well as having
margins at a level required by our lenders. It will be a difficult task and one
that your board will take very seriously.
Our workforce is getting older, and
there are several retirements pending during 2018, including a change
in management. I will be retiring this
summer. The WIEC board has already
started the process to find and select the
best person to manage your cooperative.
The WIEC board of directors are
elected by you, the member-owners,
at our annual meeting each June. They
have a huge responsibility to keep your
business financially strong while keeping
the lights on at a rate that covers costs.
They each have a unique prospective and

background that will help them collectively make the best decisions in keeping
WIEC financially sound while keeping
rates at an at-cost basis.
Here’s to the New Year. I hope it is a
happy and healthy one for you.
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Quick Tips to Avoid
High Winter Bills

Looking to lower your bills this winter?
Use the 10 tips below to conserve energy.

Seal air leaks and insulate well to prevent heat from
escaping and cold air from entering your home.
Reduce waste heat by installing a programmable
thermostat.
Turn off lights when not in use.
Lower your water heater temperature. The Dept. of Energy
recommends using the warm setting (120 degrees) during
fall and winter months.

You deserve it!

W

IEC members who were on
our lines in 1982 (5511-10)
recently received their capital credit
checks for their share of the margins
they earned for that year. The checks
were mailed in November.
You can think of your check as a little New Year’s present to yourself from
the past. Or you can think of it as a
painless way to donate to your favorite
charity. Whatever you do with that
money, it won’t do any good sitting in
that envelope. So, cash that check –
you deserve it!

Unplug electronics like kitchen appliances and TVs when
you’re away.
Open blinds and curtains during the day to allow sunlight
in to warm your home.
Close blinds and curtains at night to keep cold, drafty air out.

8

Use power strips for multiple appliances, and turn
off the main switch when you’re away from home.

9

Wash clothes in cold water, and use cold-water detergent
whenever possible.

10

Cash that check

Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs, which
use at least 75 percent less energy.

Looking for an easy way to
make your home cozier? Try
using an area rug to increase
the insulation levels of your
floors. Area rugs are stylish and
can keep cool air from entering
through your floors. Your toes
will thank you!  Source: energy.gov

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

Welcome New Members
Roger A. Baker, Cedar Rapids, IA
Daniel & Joanne Banta, Carthage
Connor Beals, LaHarpe
Brooke A. Blanton, HAFB, NM
Roy D. Bradford, Bushnell
Carl M. Campbell, Warsaw
Joshuah Carr, Niota
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Mary Griggs, Hamilton
Noah Harms, Hamilton
Kathy Schultz-Hillier, Gladstone
Kathleen Ireland, Niota
Steve & Tammy Ives, Burlington, IA
Dale W. Johnson, Niota
Robert V. Kendall, Mt. Sterling
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Maggie Nelson, Sutter
Christine Pennington, Hamilton
Tyler Priebe, Keokuk, IA
Jeremy & Ciara Weese, Basco
Peter Zeien, Carthage

